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In This Book

For more information,
see Survival Guide (p145)

Currency
 United  Arab Emirates (UAE) dirhams (Dh)

Languages
 Arabic, English

Visas
 Citizens of 45 developed nations get free 

30-day visas on arrival in the UAE. 

Money
 ATMs are widely available. Credit cards 

are accepted in most hotels, restaurants 
and shops.

Mobile Phones
 Mobile phones    operate on GSM900/1800. 

Local SIM cards are easy to  nd and start 
at Dh20. Both 3G and 4G networks are 

available.

Time
 Dubai is four hours ahead of GMT/UTC. The 

time does not change during  the summer.

Plugs & Adaptors
 Electrical current is 220V. British-style three-

pin wall sockets are  standard but many can 
also accommodate European two-pin plugs. 

North American plugs require an adapter and 
possibly a transformer.

Tipping
 Round up    taxi fares to the nearest note; tip 

waiters 10% to 15%, porters Dh5 to Dh10 and 
valets Dh5. 

Arriving in Dubai
 Taxis and the Dubai metro are both con-
venient modes of transport to/from the 
airport. Buses are slower and complicated 
to  negotiate. If you are staying at a four- or 
five-star hotel, check if it offers airport 
transfers. 

A From Dubai International 
Airport

 Destination Best Transport
Deira, Bur Dubai, 
Satwa

Metro to various 
stations between 
5.30am and 
midnight (2am 
Fri & Sat) or Bus 
C1 from terminal 
1 and 3 in the 
interim.

Madinat 
Jumeirah

Dubai metro to 
Mall of the Emir-
ates, then taxi.

Dubai Marina Dubai metro to 
Damac, then 
taxi.

Downtown Dubai Dubai metro to 
Burj Khalifa/
Dubai Mall, then 
taxi as needed. 

A At the Airport
 Dubai International Airport The arrivals 
hall has ATMs and currency-exchange out-
lets, plus car hire and a tourist information 
desk. There are several restaurants in the 
departure lounges as well as a large duty-
free store (there’s also one in Arrivals) and 
shops. The nearest hotel, Dubai Inter national, 
has one location on the arrivals level in 
Terminal 1 and another on levels five and six 
in Terminal 3. 

 Getting Around
 Most visitors get around town by taxi. Note 
that cabbies navigate not by addresses but 
by landmarks (such as malls, big hotels, 
beaches etc). Check a map beforehand 
and try to be as precise as possible. The 
Dubai metro is an inexpensive, speedy and 
comfortable mode of transport. Buses offer 
good coverage but are slow and have baffling 
timetables. 

Before hopping aboard public transport, you 
must purchase a rechargeable Nol card from 
ticket offices and vending machines in metro 
stations and some bus stations. Check www.
nol.ae for the full scoop.

m Metro
 The high-tech Red and Green Lines link all 
major sights, attractions and neighbourhoods 
between 5.30am and midnight Saturday to 
Wednesday (until 2am Thursday and Friday).

K Taxi
 Convenient, metered, fairly inexpensive and 
fast (except during rush-hour), taxis can be 
flagged down or boarded at ranks at shop-
ping malls and hotels.

N Boat
 Abras (traditional wooden ferries) cross 
the Dubai Creek. The Dubai Ferry and water 
buses are good for sightseeing. 

U Tram
 The Dubai Tram was launched in December 
2014 and trundles along Al Sufouh Rd be-
tween Dubai Media City and Dubai Marina.

J Bus
 Buses can be overcrowded and slow, 
although long-distance buses generally 
have direct routes and are adequately 
comfortable.

Your Daily Budget
   Budget: less than Dh600 

  Budget hotel room Dh300–400

  Indie eateries, food courts, supermarkets 

  Public transport, happy hours, public 
beaches, free museums

Midrange: Dh600–1200 
  Double room Dh400–700

  Two-course meal in midrange restaurant 
from Dh80 without alcohol 

Top end: over Dh1200 
  Four-star hotel room from Dh800

  Three-course gourmet meal with wine from 
Dh400

Useful Websites
   Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/

dubai)  Destination information, hotel book-
ings, traveller forum and more.

  Dubai Tourism (www.dubaitourism.ae) 
Official tourism site.

  RTA (www.rta.ae) Public transport informa-
tion and trip planning. 

Advance Planning
 Three months or more before Double-
check visa regulations. Order tickets for 
high-profile sporting and entertainment 
events. 

One month before Book tables at top res-
taurants and tickets for the Burj Khalifa and 
Burj Al Arab. Check concert-venue websites.

One week before Check average daytime 
temperatures and pack accordingly.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

Gold Souq (p24)
  For a shot of Arabian Nights 
flair, plunge into this charmingly 
chaotic warren of souqs shaded 
by a wooden lattice roof and 
teeming with dazzling jewellery 
and gems.

Burj Al Arab (p70)
 This  landmark luxe hotel, with 
its dramatic design that mimics 
the sail of a ship, floats on its own 
man-made island and has become 
the iconic symbol of Dubai’s boom 
years.

  B urj Khalifa (p86)
  Shaped like a deep-space rocket, the 
world’s tallest building also holds 
the records for the highest outdoor 
observation deck and the most 
floors.

Madinat Jumeirah (p68)
 Marvel at the mythical old Arabian ar-
chitecture of  Madinat Jumeirah, with 
its mesmerising shops, entertainment 
venues and restaurants set around 
photogenic Venetian-style canals.

 Dubai 
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once lived next door. It 
adjoins a petite square 
flanked by a heritage 
hotel, an old mosque 
and small shops.

4 Gold Souq
 Continue along Al 
Ahmadiya St, turning 
right into Old Baladiya 
St, where you’ll find 
more wholesalers – 
this time trading in 
gutras (men’s white 
headcloths), sandals 
and Chinese products. 
Ahead, to the left, you’ll 
spot the entrance to 
the famous Gold Souq 

(p24 ), whose shops are 
filled with everything 
from simple earrings to 
elaborate creations for 
bridal dowries.

5 Perfume Souq
 Exit the Gold Souq and 
follow Sikkat Al Khail 
St to Al Soor St and 
turn left. This is the 
heart of the Perfume 
Souq (p28 ), a string of 
shops selling heady Ara-
bian attars (perfumes) 
and oud (fragrant 
wood). Backtrack and 
continue straight on 
what is now 107th St, 

with hawkers selling 
cut-price clothes and 
kitschy souvenirs.

6 Covered Souq
 Tucked southeast of 
107th St are the tiny 
alleys of the Covered 
Souq (p28 ), a labyrinth 
of little shops selling 
everything from textiles 
to sheesha (water pipes). 
It’s one to poke around, 
watch the crowd haggle 
for deals and perhaps 
even ferret out the oc-
casional useful bargain 
oneself. 

2 The Walk
   The  Deira souq area is one of the most historic and 
atmospheric districts in Dubai and is best explored 
by foot. It’s a bustling, nicely chaotic warren of 
lanes teeming with exotic stalls and shops and 
especially bustling in the evenings. Our tour covers 
the main bazaars and also incorporates a couple of 
heritage stops into its route. 

Start Spice Souq; abra station Deira Old Souq

Finish Covered Souq; mBaniyas Square

Length 2km; three hours

5 Take a Break
 Wrap up a ramble around Deira’s souqs with a 
carnivorous feast at the  Afghan Khorasan Kebab 
House (%04-234 0999; off Deira St, near Naif Mosque; 
mains Dh22-39; hnoon-1am; mBaniyas Sq). Eat with 
your hands and sit upstairs in the carpeted majlis 
(meeting room). It’s located in an alley behind Naif 
Mosque, off Deira St.

1 Spice Souq
 As soon as you step off 
the abra (traditional 
wooden ferry), heady 
scents will lure you 
across to the Spice 
Souq (p28 ). The 
guttur al singsong of 
Arabic bounces around 
the lanes of this small 
covered market where 
stall-holders hawk 
every thing from med-
icinal herbs to exotic 
spi ces and frankincense.

2 Heritage House
 En route to the Herit-
age House (p28 ), you’ll 
pass stores selling 
nuts, pulses and rice. 
The shops belong to 
wholesalers who trade 
mainly with Iran and 
use dhows to ply their 
goods. The house 
once belong to a pearl 
merchant and is a fine 
example of a classic 
Emirati family home; 
inside are exhibits on 
aspects of Dubai history 
and culture. 

3 Al Ahmadiya 
School
 Head next door to duck 
inside the Al Ahmadiya 
School (p28 ), Dubai’s 
oldest public school, 
founded by the very 
pearl merchant who 
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Deira Souq Stroll
Best Walks
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during peak hours and at 
shopping malls.

 The starting fare for 
nonairport taxis is Dh5, 
plus Dh1.71 per kilometre; 
tolls are included, tips 
are not (round up to the 
nearest note).

 Taxis can be  agged 
down or picked up at 
ranks.

 Rather than asking to 
be taken to a speci  c 
street address, specify 
the nearest landmark 
(eg a hotel, mall, round-
about). If your cabbie is 
lost, ask him to radio his 
o   ce for directions. 

 For details, including a 
taxi fare calculator, see 
www.dubaitaxi.ae.

 Boat
 y Best for... scenic rides.

   Abras (traditional 
wooden boats; Dh1) are 
a wonderful way to cross 
the Creek.

  Water buses (Dh2 
to 5 per trip) are air- 
conditioned and operate 
at the Dubai Marina and 
along Dubai Creek.

 Dubai Ferry runs sight-
seeing trips from Dubai 
Marina and the Creek 
(Dh50).

 Bus
 y Best for... local travel.

   Buses are clean, 
comfortable and air-
conditioned but slow. The 
front section is reserved 
for women and families. 

 Most routes operate at 
15- to 20-minute intervals 
between 6am and 
11.30pm (later and less 
frequently on Fridays). On 
some routes night buses 
take over at 30-minute 
intervals in the interim. 

 For details and trip plan-
ning, visit www.dubai-bus.
com or www.rta.ae. 

 Essential 
Information
 Business Hours
 y Top Tip Opening hours 
are curtailed during 
Ramadan.

  Restaurants Noon to 3pm 
and 7. 30pm to midnight.

Shopping malls 10am 
to 10pm Saturday to 
Wednesday, to midnight 
Thursday and Friday.

Souqs 9am to 1pm and 
4pm to 9pm Saturday to 
Thursday, 4pm to 9pm 
Friday.

Pearl Marina Hotel 
Apartments (www.pearl
marinahotel.com) All of the 
charms of Dubai Marina 
at your feet without hav-
ing to rob a bank. 

XVA Hotel (www.xvahotel.
com) Connect to the 
magic of yesteryear in 
this art-  lled heritage den 
in Bur Dubai. 

Best Top End

 One&Only Royal Mirage 
(http://royalmirage.oneand
onlyresorts.com) Sumptu-
ous and sprawling beach 
resort with palatial 
Arabian-style architecture 
and expansive gardens. 

Palace Downtown Dubai 
(www.the address.com) 
Romantic downtown pad 
with easy access to top 
shopping and Instagram-
mable views of Burj 
Khalifa.

Grosvenor House (www.
grosvenorhouse-dubai.com) 
Dubai Marina option 
draws local cogno-
scenti to its hip bars and 
restaurants.

Park Hyatt Dubai (www.
dubai.park.hyatt.com) A class 
act in Deira surrounded 
by lush land scaping with 
superb fa c ili ties and golf 
course access.

Mina A’ Salam (www.
jumeirah.com) A warm 

Madinat Jumeirah 
beachfront port of call 
for blue-sky holiday 
cravers.

 Arriving in 
Dubai
 y For the best way to get 
to your accommodation, 
see p17.

 Dubai International 
Airport

   Dubai metro runs from 
5.30am to midnight (2am 
Thursday and Friday) 
from terminals 1 and 3.

 Getting caught with 
alcohol on the metro 
(even if purchased at the 
airport duty-free shop) 
entails a Dh500  ne. 

 A maximum of one 
medium-size and one 
small piece of luggage are 
allowed on the trains. 

 Airport taxis have a 
starting meter of Dh25 
and a per-kilometre 
charge of Dh1.86.

 Approximate taxi 
fares are Dh45 to Deira 
or Bur Dubai, Dh60 to 
Downtown Dubai, Dh80 
to Madinat Jumeirah and 
Dh90 to Dubai Marina.

 Getting 
Around
 Metro
 y Best for... price and 
speed.

   Dubai metro oper-
ates on two lines. The 
Red Line links Rashidiya 
near Dubai International 
Airport with Jebel Ali past 
Dubai Marina, handily 
paralleling Sheikh Zayed 
Rd. The Green Line links 
Etisalat, northwest of the 
airport, with Creek Park.

 Trains run roughly 
every 10 minutes from 
5.30am to midnight 
(to 2am Thursday and 
Friday).

 Each train consists of 
 ve cars. The front car is 

divided into a women-
only section and a ‘gold 
class’ section where a 
double fare buys leather 
seating and carpeted 
 oors.

 For details and trip plan-
ning, visit www.rta.ae.

 Taxi
 y Best for... 
convenience.

  Dubai has a large, 
 modern  eet of metered 
taxis. Expect long waits 

Nol Cards
  Before  hopping on a bus, water bus or metro 

train you must purchase a rechargeable Nol card 
from ticket o   ces or vending machines at metro 
stations and many bus stations.

 Short-term visitors should get the Red Card, 
which costs Dh2 and may be topped up with up to 
10 journeys. Trips cost between Dh4 and Dh8.50.

 If you intend to make more than 10 trips, get a 
Silver Card for Dh25 (including Dh19 of credit). 
Trips are charged at Dh3 to Dh7.50. The Gold Card 
costs the same but trips are charged at double 
the price for access to the gold-class carriage. 

 The correct fare is automatically deducted 
when swiping your card upon entering and exit-
ing public transport.

 Children under age  ve travel free. 

 For full details, see www.nol.ae.
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Historic
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Deira (p22)
Charismatic, crowded 
and cacophonous, 
Deira’s twisting roads 
are loaded with 
atmospheric souqs, 
heritage sites and 
fantastic eats. 

Top SightsE
Gold Souq

Bur Dubai (p38)
Dubai’s historic hub is a 
polycultural potpourri of 
restored buildings, 
budget eateries, 
shopping bargains and 
photogenic Creek views. 

Top SightsE
Dubai Museum
Al Fahidi Historic District

Jumeirah & Around  
(p58)
Hugging a fabulous 
stretch of beach, this 
villa-studded residential 
area also has plenty in 
store for fashionistas 
and adventurous eaters. 

Downtown Dubai  
(p82)
The Burj Khalifa presides 
over the city’s futuristic 
centre with plenty to 
delight shoppers, 
families and art and 
architecture fans.

Top SightsE
Dubai Mall
Burj Khalifa

#

#

E
E

Madinat
Jumeirah

Burj Al
Arab

Burj Al Arab & 
Madinat Jumeirah   
(p66)
This modern Arabian 
village has superb 
beaches, restaurants 
and souvenir shopping 
backed by the iconic 
Burj. 

Top SightsE
Madinat Jumeirah
Burj Al Arab

Dubai Marina & 
Palm Jumeirah  
(p102)
Tailor-made for 
hedonists, this area 
entices with family- 
friendly beaches, luxury 
hotels, a pedestrian-
friendly marina and 
 some hot-stepping
 nightlife.

Worth a Trip
Top SightsE

Abu Dhabi

 Dubai’s 
Neighbourhoods

Neighbourhoods  1918
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Alserkal Avenue warehouse complex (p73) in Al Quoz

Insider tips to help you  nd the real cityInsider tips to help you  nd the real city

Selection of desserts on display at Al Qasr Hotel (p120)
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Let’s Do Brunch 
(p120)

  Sociable gathering
 Diverse cuisine

 Meeting friends for a 
gut-busting all-inclusive 
Friday brunch is a 
time-honoured tradition 
in Dubai. Restaurants, 
many of them in the 
five-star hotels, outdo 
each other with table-
bending buffets of global 
delicacies, live cooking 
stations, cheese and des-
sert rooms, and enough 
booze to fuel a party in 
Vegas. 

Gallery Hopping 
around Al Quoz 
(p72)

  Artistic inspiration
 Urban landscapes

Tear yourself away from 
the beach or mall and 
find out why the art 
scene in Dubai is buzz-
ing. Start by perusing the 
white cube warehouse 
galleries of   Al Quoz, a 
gritty industrial area. It’s 
a great way to familiarise 
yourself with an artistic 
vision still relatively 
unknown outside the 
Middle East. 

The Marina Walk 
(p104)

  Relaxed vibe
 Family fun

Nobody walks in LA, and 
the same could be said 
about Dubai. Except, that 
is, at the scenic  Dubai 
Marina where you can 
promenade along the 
waterfront amid sleek 
yachts and a phalanx of 
high-rises, perhaps stop-
ping for coffee or a bite in 
a charismatic restaurant 
or sheesha (water pipe) 
lounge. 

   After checking out Dubai’s top sights, here’s how you can experience what makes 
the city truly tick. Connect with your inner glutton at a Friday brunch, keep tabs on 
Middle Eastern art on a gallery hop, or take a leisurely saunter along the marina. All 
are features that make up the locals’ Dubai. 

 Other great experi-
ences and insights 
to help you enjoy 
Dubai like a local: 

 Deira Fish Market 
(p32 )

Bacchanalian Boating 
(p52 )

Desert Safaris (p54 )

‘Liming’ with the locals 
(p64 )

Farmers Markets 
(p92 )

Nostalgic Cruising 
(p110 )

 Dubai 
Local Life

Local Life  1312
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Visitors at Dubai Aquarium, Dubai Mall (p85 )

every age with attrac-
tions ranging from 
gentle pools to kamikaze 
slides. (p76 )

Best Themed 
Attractions
KidZania Built around 
an interactive miniature 
city, this attraction offers 
the ultimate in role-play 
options. (p91 )

Sega Republic Older 
kids can get their kicks 
at this indoor game park 
with fairly tame thrill 
rides, arcade games 
and motion-simulators. 
(p92 )

Best for Animal 
Attractions
Dubai Aquarium & 
Underwater Zoo Kids 
will be mesmerised by 
the sharks, groupers 
and rays flitting about 
this giant three-story 
aquarium in Dubai Mall. 
(p85 )

Lost Chambers For 
another audience with 
fishy friends, head to this 
labyrinth of underwater 
tanks and tunnels teem-
ing with exotic denizens 
at Atlantis The Palm. 
(p108 )

Dubai Dino This bony 
buddy was born in Wyo-
ming 155 million years 
ago and moved to Dubai 
Mall in 2014. (p85 )

Best for Chilled-
Out Kids
Dubai Ice Rink Tots to 
teens can cool down 
with pirouettes and disco 
dancing at Dubai Mall’s 
ice rink. (p91 )

Ski Dubai Alpine slopes, 
toboggan tracks and 
penguin encounters 
await at this massive in-
door winter wonderland. 
(p76 )

 Travelling to Dubai with kids can be child’s play, 
especially if you keep a light schedule and involve 
them in day-to-day planning. There’s plenty to 
do from water parks and playgrounds to theme 
parks and activity centres. Most beach hotels 
operate kids clubs, letting you work on your tan 
or kip o   to the spa. 

Junior Foodies
 It’s perfectly fine to bring your kids to all but the 
 most formal restaurants, although they (and you) 
might feel more relaxed at casual cafes, bistros and 
family restaurants. Malls boast extensive food courts 
where kids can browse and pick what they like. Ho-
tels have at least one restaurant suitable for families, 
usually the 24-hour cafe or the buffet restaurant.

Playgrounds & Parks
 Though you won’t want to visit them during the 
sunburn season of July and August, Dubai has a 
handful of parks with picnic areas and play-
grounds for children to let off steam. One of the 
biggest and best for activities is Za’abeel Park, with 
great sports facilities, a viewing tower and a lake.

Teen Time
 OK, so they’ve done the ski slopes, disco-danced 
at the ice rink, splashed around at the water parks 
and enjoyed a fashionable strut around the malls. 
Is there more to prevent teens from succumbing 
to boredom? For the ultimate holiday pic to im-
press their pals back home, consider taking them 
sandboarding, camel riding on an overnight desert 
safari or even a trekking trip to the Hajar Moun-
tains. Tours are offered by numerous companies, 
including Arabian Adventures.

 Best Water Parks
 Aquaventure One of the 
largest water parks in the 
world with rides suitable 
for the entire family. 
(p109 )

Wild Wadi Waterpark 
The original family- 
favourite, catering to 

For Kids
Best

y Top Tips
  For general advice, 

see Lonely Planet’s 
Travel with Children.

 For babysitting, 
ask for a referral 
at your hotel or try 
www.dubaimetro
maids.com or www.
maidszone.com. 

 Children under  ve 
travel free on public 
transport.
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the main pilgrimage to 
Mecca, the hajj.

Ramadan The month 
when Muslims fast during 
daylight hours.

Prophet’s Birthday One-
day holiday for the public 
sector.

 Safe Travel
  There is zero tolerance for 
drug possession and use 
and getting caught is se-
verely punished with fines, 
jail time and deportation. 
The import of certain 
prescription medicines is 
also restricted unless you 
can present a prescription 
(preferably accompanied 
by a letter) issued by a 
licensed doctor to prove 
that you need them. For a 
list, see www.uaeinteract.
com/travel/drug.asp.

If you have an acci-
dent, even a small one, 
you must call the police 
(%999) and wait at the 
scene. If it’s a minor ac-
cident, move your car to 
the side of the road. You 
cannot file an insurance 

claim without a police 
report.

Dubai is a safe city 
for women and it’s fine 
to take cabs and walk 
around on your own. 
Modest dress is recom-
mended but there’s no 
need to cover up. 

 Telephone
 y Top Tip Skype is still 
blocked in the UAE, but 
 many people get around 
this by downloading a 
proxy bypass or VPN.

  Local landline-to- 
landline calls are free 
within the same emirate.

 To phone another 
country from the UAE, 
dial %00 followed by the 
 country code.

 To call the UAE, dial the 
country code %971.

Mobile Phones
 The UAE’s mobile-phone 
network   uses the GSM 
900 MHz and 1800 MHz 
standard. If you don’t 
have a worldwide roaming 
service but do have an 

unlocked phone, consider 
buying a prepaid SIM card 
from local providers Eti-
salat or Du, available at 
the airport, telecom stores 
and convenience stores. 
3G and 4G are available.

 Tourist Information
  Dubai Tourism &  Com-
merce Marketing (www.
dubaitourism.ae) operates 
two 24-hour kiosks in ter-
minals 1 and 3 of the Dubai 
International Airport.

 Visas
 At the time of writing, 
citizens of 45 countries 
get free on-the-spot 
30-day  tourist visas 
upon arrival in the UAE. 
Everyone else must have 
a visa arranged through 
a sponsor, such as your 
UAE hotel or tour opera-
tor, prior to arrival. 

Entry requirements 
can change at the drop of 
a hat, so always confirm 
the latest regulations with 
a UAE consulate in your 
home country.

  Electricity  Emergencies
   Ambulance (%999) 
  Fire Department (%997)
 Police (%999) 

 Money
 y Top Tip Bring cash and 
bargaining acumen to the 
souqs as credit cards are 
not widely accepted.

  The UAE dirham (Dh) is 
pegged to the US dollar. 
One dirham is divided 
into 100  ls.

 Globally linked  ATMs 
can be found all over the 
city. Check with your 
bank about possible fees 
and charges. 

 Exchange o   ces tend 
to o  er better rates than 
banks. Reliable outlets 

include UAE Exchange 
or Al Rostamani, both 
with multiple branches 
in shopping malls and 
around town.

 Major  credit cards are 
widely accepted; debit 
cards less so, although 
they’re usually  ne at 
bigger retail outlets.

Public Holidays
 y Top Tip During Rama-
dan, bar hours are re-
stricted   and clubs closed 
altogether. 

 Hejira Islamic New Year

Eid al-Fitr Three-day 
celebration that ends 
Ramadan fasting.

Eid al-Adha Four-day 
celebration following 

220V/50Hz
 

Money-Saving Tips
  Museums are either free or charge just a few dirham for admission.

 Top   attractions such as the Dubai Fountains, the souqs and the Creek 
waterfront are also free.

 Take advantage of deals on drinks and nibbles during happy hours and 
ladies’ nights.

 Travel on the Dubai metro for longer distances and only use a taxi to get to 
your  nal destination.

 Fuel up for pocket change on curries, kebabs, shwarma, samosas, dosas, 
momos and other exotic and delicious delectables brought to Dubai by its 
global expats. 

 Check out top thoroughbreds or gangly dromedaries at highly popular 
horse and camel races – admission is free.

 If you can stand the heat, visit in July or August when hotel prices plummet. 

Islamic Holidays
 ISLAMIC 
YEAR HEJIRA

PROPHET’S 
BIRTHDAY RAMADAN EID AL-FITR EID AL-ADHA

1436 (2015) 25 Oct 24 Dec 18 Jun 17 Jul 23 Sep 

1437 (2016) 3 Oct 12 Dec 7 Jun 7 Jul 13 Sep 

1438 (2017) 22 Sep 1 Dec 27 May 26 Jun 2 Sep 

Essential Information   151150  Survival Guide

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

Explore 
Dubai
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

The Best 
of Dubai
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Best Walks
See the city on foot

Dubai’s Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Lonely Planet’s 
Dubai
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real Dubai.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection

c Family-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
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photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
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Surfer on beach near Burj Al Arab (p70)
HOLGER LEUE / GETTY IMAGES ©
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Dubai’s Neighbourhoods ....................................18

Welcome to 
Dubai

 Dubai is gearing up to host World Expo 2020, but clued-
in travellers know that this tiny powerhouse emirate has 
long been an exciting place to visit for foodies, fun seek-
ers, shoppers, art lovers and desert rats. Whether it’s the 
simple life or futuristic luxury, you’ll be sure to find it in 
this peaceful outpost brimming with energy, optimism and 
openness. 

QuickStart 
Guide

7
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  B urj Khalifa (p86)
  Shaped like a deep-space rocket, the 
world’s tallest building also holds 
the records for the highest outdoor 
observation deck and the most 
floors.

Madinat Jumeirah (p68)
 Marvel at the mythical old Arabian ar-
chitecture of  Madinat Jumeirah, with 
its mesmerising shops, entertainment 
venues and restaurants set around 
photogenic Venetian-style canals.

 Dubai 
Top Sights
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Gold Souq (p24)
  For a shot of Arabian Nights 
flair, plunge into this charmingly 
chaotic warren of souqs shaded 
by a wooden lattice roof and 
teeming with dazzling jewellery 
and gems.

Burj Al Arab (p70)
 This  landmark luxe hotel, with 
its dramatic design that mimics 
the sail of a ship, floats on its own 
man-made island and has become 
the iconic symbol of Dubai’s boom 
years.
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Dubai Museum 
(p40)
 Housed  in Al Fahidi 
Fort, the city’s oldest 
surviving structure, this 
museum provides an ex-
cellent survey of Dubai’s 
turbo evolution from 
desert settlement to 21st-
century powerhouse.

Al Fahidi Historic District (p42)
 Exploring  this restored heritage area in Bur Dubai provides a tangible sense 
of historic Arabian architecture and culture. Some of the traditional buildings 
house museums, craft shops, galleries, guesthouses and cafes.

M
IC

H
A

E
L D

E
F

R
E

ITA
S

 /
 R

O
B

E
R

T
 H

A
R

D
IN

G
 ©

R
IC

H
A

R
D

 N
E

B
E

S
K

Y
 /

 G
E

T
T

Y
 IM

A
G

E
S

 ©

F
R

A
S

E
R

 H
A

L
L /

 G
E

T
T

Y
 IM

A
G

E
S

 ©
W

A
E

L H
A

M
D

A
N

 /
 C

O
R

B
IS

 ©

10  Top Sights

02-top-sights-pk-dba4.indd   102-top-sights-pk-dba4.indd   10 1/05/2015   10:30:57 AM1/05/2015   10:30:57 AM



Dubai Mall (p84)
  Hang on to those purse strings or give in to temptation at the world’s largest 
mall, packed with such fun diversions as a giant aquarium, an indoor theme 
park and a huge dino skeleton. 

Abu Dhabi (p122)

  Dubai’s neighbour-
ing emirate makes 
for a lovely day trip. 
Feast your eyes on the 
country’s most ornate 
mosque, keep tabs on 
the upcoming Cultural 
District and relax on the 
sandy beaches.
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Let’s Do Brunch 
(p120)

   Sociable gathering
  Diverse cuisine

 Meeting friends for a 
gut-busting all-inclusive 
Friday brunch is a 
time-honoured tradition 
in Dubai. Restaurants, 
many of them in the 
five-star hotels, outdo 
each other with table-
bending buffets of global 
delicacies, live cooking 
stations, cheese and des-
sert rooms, and enough 
booze to fuel a party in 
Vegas. 

Gallery Hopping 
around Al Quoz 
(p72)

   Artistic inspiration
  Urban landscapes

Tear yourself away from 
the beach or mall and 
find out why the art 
scene in Dubai is buzz-
ing. Start by perusing the 
white cube warehouse 
galleries of   Al Quoz, a 
gritty industrial area. It’s 
a great way to familiarise 
yourself with an artistic 
vision still relatively 
unknown outside the 
Middle East. 

The Marina Walk 
(p104)

   Relaxed vibe
  Family fun

Nobody walks in LA, and 
the same could be said 
about Dubai. Except, that 
is, at the scenic  Dubai 
Marina where you can 
promenade along the 
waterfront amid sleek 
yachts and a phalanx of 
high-rises, perhaps stop-
ping for coffee or a bite in 
a charismatic restaurant 
or sheesha (water pipe) 
lounge. 

   After checking out Dubai’s top sights, here’s how you can experience what makes 
the city truly tick. Connect with your inner glutton at a Friday brunch, keep tabs on 
Middle Eastern art on a gallery hop, or take a leisurely saunter along the marina. All 
are features that make up the locals’ Dubai. 

 Dubai 
Local Life

12
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Alserkal Avenue warehouse complex (p73) in Al Quoz

Selection of desserts on display at Al Qasr Hotel (p120)

B
R

IA
N

 B
JE

L
D

B
A

K
 /

 A
L

A
M

Y
 ©

 Other great experi-
ences and insights 
to help you enjoy 
Dubai like a local: 

 Deira Fish Market 
(p32 )

Bacchanalian Boating 
(p52 )

Desert Safaris (p54 )

‘Liming’ with the locals 
(p64 )

Farmers Markets 
(p92 )

Nostalgic Cruising 
(p110 )

Local Life  13
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